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Usual Retail Price per bottle 

 

2019 A A Badenhorst Curator White      11 
From three generations of winemaking stock, Adi was destined to be the best. Time in the Rhône, New 

Zealand and as winemaker at Rustenberg polished his talent before he (along with his cousin) brought his 

humble vineyard in the Paardeberg complete with gnarled vines and a run-down winery. He is now one of 

the leading players in ‘The Swartland Revolution’, a group of pioneering young winemakers, including Eben 

Sadie, Chris Mullineux and Marc Kent, making wines from the amazing raw materials that are part of the 

Swartland’s grape-growing legacy - a legacy that dates back centuries. Made predominantly from old bush 

vines grown in granite and slate soils. Chenin blanc makes up the main portion of the blend giving backbone 

and structure. The spontaneously fermented chardonnay took ages to ferment, resulting in great texture and 

wacky aromas of dried peaches, apricots, and ripe citrus. The Viognier - from Adi's of my favourite growers 

and vineyards - completes the Swartland canvas adding spice and palate length to an impeccable white 

blend. 

 

2019 Dolinebrune 'Roc Blanc', Domaine de Brunet   14 
Geographically, we’re high in the hills to the north of Montpellier, above the long and winding river Hérault. 

This domaine was something of a patchwork operation, segmented overthe years as inheritances split one 

estate into several. Now it is whole again, under the control of brothers Serge and Marc Coulet, the scions of a 

family that has owned the estate since the 18th century. After the First World War, this was the only vine 

growing family to continue making its own wine. The rest went to the cooperative. This means that Brunet are, 

in a sense, the oldest independent winery in the Terrasses du Larzac. And what wines they are. Far more 

refined than those from neighbouring Pic St Loup. A ray of sunshine from the south of France. The blend of 

Viognier, Vermentino, and Grenache Blanc hits the nose with hay, a touch of lavender, rose petal and the 

richness of quince. 

 

2019 Chateau Ollieux-Romanis Petit Fantet Blanc    12 
Chateaux Ollieux Romanis is situated in an elegant 19th-century chateau at Monseret in the heart of the 

Boutenac region of the Corbieres and has been in the hands of the Bories family since the mid 19th century. 

There are 130 hectares in total and the estate is currently administered by Pierre Bories who in turn is assisted 

by wine maker Jean-Pierre Amiques. The vines are planted on red clay soil and face south east on a sheltered 

hillside known as the 'Pinada'. A fabulous array of flavours and good texture. Honey, almost Loire-Chenin like, 

with a touch of Lavender. It develops once open and holds brilliantly for a few days in the fridge. Try it with 

asparagus or herb encrusted cream cheese - delicious! 

 

 



2018 A A Badenhorst Curator Red      11 
This red blend was matured mostly in concrete tanks and old casks, the components being blended early so 

that the components get some time together to integrate properly before the wine is bottled. 15 months 

maturation is the norm before Adi Badenhorst starts thinking of bottling. Insanely quaffable, satisfyingly full-

flavoured, yet fiendishly easy-drinking. 

 

2018 Autocarro No 27        13 
Named after the bus route that José used to take as a young lad in Lisbon, the idea with this generously juicy, 

spiced red is that it's an ever-dependable, everyday wine, the sort you always think of with the same steady 

affection reserved for those simple, unassailably innocent experiences of youth. In José's case, riding on the 

#27 bus. Initially I thought the name sounded silly and didn't do justice to the wine, but the more I thought 

about it, the more it chimed. It's perfect for that special category of wine to which you can return again and 

again, and always be satisfied by how much pleasure it brings at such an uncommonly low price. A 

deliciously decadent coffee rich, dark red fruit studded nose that lures you in with this incredible touch of 

umami. The palate has all of those sweet and dark notes. Rich black plum and sloes are washed with coffee 

and chocolate and that same umami running through the palate. This is crying out for rich fennel studded 

charcuterie or a huge hunk of grilled meat. 

 

2018 Familia Bastida ‘Alceo’ Tempranillo     12 
Based in Don Quixote’s Castilla La Mancha, Familia Bastida produce an incredible-value range of wines from 

estate fruit. In each case, dry farmed, organically grown grapes are harvested by hand and fermented with 

indigenous yeast. We’ve been hugely impressed by what they manage to achieve in the vineyard and cellar. 

They are modernising but employing all the techniques and equipment of the artisan movement. Bravo! A 

comely nose of black cherry, plum, blackberry and stewed strawberry with dusty, smoky, vanilla-scented 

oak. The palate is packed with this sweet generous fruit but with a stoney acidity that makes it feel quite 

refreshing, and just the gentlest nibble of tannin on the finish. This is a wine that grows on you as you drink it, 

until you're left refreshed, invigorated, and ready for another session of 5G phone mast bashing. 


