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The current pandemic is affecting large parts of the wine industry, but South Africa, in particular, has been hit 

hard, having the sale of alcohol banned not once, but twice. What better way to support the industry than to 

get stuck into a few of their best bottles! 

 

Papegaai White, Swartland        12 
From three generations of winemaking stock, Adi was destined to be the best. Time in the Rhône, New 

Zealand and as winemaker at Rustenberg polished his talent before he (along with his cousin) brought his 

humble vineyard in the Paardeberg complete with gnarled vines and a run-down winery. He is now one of 

the leading players in ‘The Swartland Revolution’, a group of pioneering young winemakers, including Eben 

Sadie, Chris Mullineux and Marc Kent, making wines from the amazing raw materials that are part of the 

Swartland’s grape-growing legacy - a legacy that dates back centuries. A blend of Palomino and Semillon 

makes up the 2019 vintage of one of our favourite feel-good white wines. For each bottle bought Adi donates 

some cash to help protect the Swartlands indigenous Parrot population so you can sip something delicious 

and feel virtuous at the same time! 

 

Stellenrust 
Stellenrust bottled their first wine on the farm in 1928. Today the farm comprises around 400ha (200ha 

planted), half of which stretches over the Golden Triangle area of Stellenbosch, and the other half is situated 

high up in the Bottelary Hills, renowned for its cool climate and late afternoon sea breezes swooping in from 

Cape Town. 

The farm is run by brothers Tertius (winemaker) and Kobus (viticulturist), who are committed to following 

their father’s dream: to give something back to the workers who have themselves given so much to the farm. 

As a Fairtrade producer they boast one of the most successful Black Economic Empowerment projects in 

South Africa. This has resulted in 70 employees taking ownership of the land they farm. Tertius says: “These 

are the men and women we grew up with, we played together when we were young and now we work 

together towards the same dream and goal.” 
 

Stellenrust Chenin Blanc, Stellenbosch     13 
This Chenin Blanc shows elements of soft vanilla oak notes on the nose, alongside tropical fruits with a mineral 

palate of grapefruit and peardrop. 

 



Stellenrust Simplicity, Stellenbosch      13 
The nose shows spicy moccha flavours and some vanilla notes derived from American oak. The palate is rich, 

filled with ripe fruit, pepper and hints of violets, cassis and dark chocolate; smoothed with subtle Merlot 

flavours and vanilla oak. And the name Simplicity? Well, many great things are born from keeping it simple. 

 

Springfield Estate Life From Stone Sauvignon, Robertson  16 
Brother and sister team, Abrie and Jeanette Bruwer of Springfield Estate are the complete opposite of your 

typical university-trained winemakers. The Bruwers choose to take the path less travelled and go against the 

grain in order to make the sort of wines they want to drink. As Abrie says: ‘I only want to sell wine I am proud 

of and I will only get a limited number of chances to do that in my life.’ 

The Estate has been run by the Bruwer family for generations. The current brother-sister winemaking team 

are descendants of the Brueres, Frenchmen who came to South Africa from the Loire Valley armed only with 

vines in the 1600s. Today the Springfield approach involves sustainable viticulture, wild yeasts, long 

fermentations and a stubborn (but justified) belief that the rocky, unforgiving soils of Robertson are perfect for 

producing outstanding wine. Long may Abrie and Jeanette continue! 

Intense, stony, minerally Sauvignon with lime, gooseberry, freshly cut green pepper and passion fruit notes. 

Zippy, zesty and mouth-watering. 

 

Alphabetical Red 2017, Western Cape     13 
Alphabetical Wines came from a decision to break the rules. 

They are made by friends David Cope and Simon Wibberly, who didn’t want to make a single varietal wine or 

even a classic blend. Unfussed by area or origin and not owning their own estate, or boasting years of 

heritage, they wanted to make wines that were fun - voluptuous yet drinkable, impressive yet affordable, 

honest products that are naturally fermented and made with the utmost care to maintain the integrity of the 

fruit and the variety character. In other words, serious wine, but wine you can pour for novices as much as 

aficionados. And the name? When they first started, their first red had so many varieties, one of their mates 

commented “Wow, it’s almost the whole alphabet!!” The name has stuck, and Alphabetical Vin Ordinaire 

goes on! Without doubt one of the best-value South African wines on the market too. The bright, pure fruit has 

a compelling chocolatey, earthy richness to it. Candied orange dipped in dark chocolate, a hint of menthol 

and a lovely warm earthiness - think sunbaked earth and terracota pots with juicy autumn blackberries. It 

would work splendidly with a classic rosemary-studded shoulder of lamb. 

 

Goats du Roam Red, Paarl        13 
Charles Back, the owner of Fairview, is also the man behind Goats do Roam, which was launched in 1999. 

Goats do Roam is rare in that it is an amusing and original proposition allied to wines of good quality and 

value for money. Normally, these 'concept' wines put more money into marketing than into quality but, 

characteristically, Charles has done the opposite. The fruit for Goats is sourced primarily from Paarl, 

Malmesbury and Paardeberg. The 'legend' goes that some errant members of Fairview's long established 

goat herd, supplier of milk for Fairview's internationally award-winning cheeses, escaped one afternoon from 

their paddock into the Fairview vineyards when Charles Back's young son Jason accidentally left the paddock 

gate open. The little group happily roamed among the vineyards, showing rare discernment by selecting 

some of the ripest berries from some of the choicest vines. Their selection serves as the inspiration for the 

blends of these wines. This wine shows redcurrant, plum and peppercorns on the nose. Medium bodied with 

firm tannins, the youthful palate has generous berry fruit and hints of spice from the oak with a long, fresh 

finish. 

 

 

 

Head over to https://www.pipeofport.co.uk/wine-club to sign up to our Wine Club subscription. 

https://www.pipeofport.co.uk/wine-club

